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The Black, Caspian Seas and Central Asia Silk
Association (BACSA) was initiated at the “International
Workshop on Revival and Promotion of Sericultural
Industries and Small Enterprise Development in the Black,
Caspian Seas and Central Asia Region”, organized by the
AGST, Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAQO)
In collaboration with the Government of Republic of
Uzbekistan from 11 to 15 April 2005 in Tashkent,

Uzbekistan.




This workshop identified major constraints which might had
caused the critical situation and recommended immediate follow-
up activities which would be required for trouble shooting and
also to produce executable long-term development strategies,
while laying the foundation for restoration and further progress
of sericultural industries in the region.

The initiation and conducting of all those sericultural new
regional activities has been realized with the great personal
contribution of Dr Hoo Zoo Lea, FAO Senior officer and Dr Jong
Sung Lim, FAO consultant.

For its already 6 years existence BACSA has been performing
many different activities, targeted in regional sericultural
Industries revival and development, which could be summarized
in the following main directions:
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International Workshop on Revival and Promotion of Sericultural
Industries and Small Enterprise Development in the Black,
Caspian Seas and Central Asia Region, Tashkent, Uzbekistan 11 -
15 April 2005
Supported by the FAO Regular Programme PE214A4 and the
Government of Republic of Uzbekistan
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Black, Caspian Seas and Central Asia
Silk Association (BACSA)

Association “Uzbek Ipagi”
Uzbek Sericulture Research Institute
Tashkent
2005




Strengthening of BACSA as
an institution

A BACSA membership form was prepared and sent to a

uploaded at the BACSA web site.



Strengthening of BACSA as an
Institution
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Ini May 2005 a brief B3
information about £
the werkshop, held
In Tashkent N s
(purpeses, activities &
and results) was '
provided to the
International O g
Sericultural

Commission (ISC),

Lyon, France and
Uploaded at the ISC

web site.
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SERICULTURE
TRAINING MANUAL

Dr Dimitar Grekov Assoc. Prof.
M.Sc. Evripidis Kipriotis
Dr Panomir Tzenov
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Strengthening of BACSA as an institution

The official registration of BACSA as a legal entity
took place in April 2006. BACSA was registered as a
legal entity with statutory office in Vratza, Bulgaria
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BACSA web site functioning

JCASPIAN SEAS AND CENTRAL ASIA SILK ASSOCIATIQ),
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The fieth BACSA internatianal canference SERTPADDEY 2011
will be held in Ducharest, Romania from 11 to 1% April 2011

The Black, Casplan Seas and Central Asla 5III= ) was after the “In-

Revival and Py of 3 and Small Eq rige De-
velopment In the Blnck Casplan Seas and Central Asia Reglon", organized by FAD In cooperation
with the and held at From 11 to 15 April 2008 in

ardar to promata UOMU"III’O production in the region countries. The association’s main tagks are
o

projects i I bdlateral and il coop-
omlon.

and donors;
* promote local and regicnal joint efforts which allow the cooperation between the countries of
the Black, Caspian seas region and Central Asia to develop concrete actions that fortify the sus-
tainable development of the sericulture in the region;

* promate making ag for technical ienimad
bartwien the s
— promote market studies, training, and of and aggs.
SERIGULTL “:'E GERMPLABM For the operation of the association there are, chosen y by the aPi

UR two Vi national for sach member cuulllnf. members of an Executive
SERICULTURE GERMPLASM Ci Thex of th are directly the people in charge of coordina-
IN BAC COUNTRI tlon of all the ralsed activities for thelr country, within the reglonal context. The Executive Commit-
tee it is the bridge between the country, the national i and the other af the

association, to executs the actions defined in the region. The Committes gathers at least once a
year and has the following functions:

ELL/BUY INFORMATION * To avaluats the work made by sach national n of in herfhis

country with respect lo the BACASA.
EXPERT RESOURCES DATABASE * To recommend the names of the people in the association to receive training abroad.
* To evaluate and to watch the handling of the "Rotary Funds® and “"Research Funds®, that will be
. A AT RIS probably created and to give the dati an and batter use of these
PUBLICATIONS i
" To e that require Fi on the part of the "Research
Fund” and to approve the necessary rescurces for this aim.
* To give and on all and written material that takes
Dlucewithlu the frame of the BACASA.
* To advise to the on the and that must take place
ERICULTURE EXPERIMENT in the of the and give herfhim on the modifications and

TATION - VRATZA, BULGARIA corrections that are due to make for the final succes of the projects.



http://www.bacsa-silk.org/

When established in 2005, BACSA included 9 countries
- Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Kazakhstan,
Tajikistan, Turkey, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. Later on

gradually BACSA attracted for membership 6 new
countries from the region — Albania, Armenia, Iran,

Poland, Romania and Switzerland so that currently the

association includes 15 countries and also has 64
personal members and 4 institutional members.
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- Organizing International meetings.

Five international conterences,

workshops and BACSA executive
committee meetings have been

organized and held from 2005 to 2011.




From 6 to 10 March 2006, at Bursa, Turkey BACSA in collaboration
with FAO and the Kozabirlic sericultural cooperative, Bursa, Turkey
as a hosting institution organized the second BACSA executive
meeting along with an “International Workshop on Silk Handicrafts
Cottage Industries and Silk Enterprises Development in Africa,
Europe, Central Asia and the Near East” where 62 delegates from 22

countries took part at the meeting.
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The 3rd BACSA executive meeting was held from 18 to 20 September
2007 at Vratza, Bulgaria together with the international conference
“Sericulture Challenges in the 21st Century” (Serichal 2007),
organized by BACSA, FAO and the Sericulture Experiment Station in
Vratza, Bulgaria as a hosting institution. 41 delegates from 14
countries took part at this meeting.




The 4th BACSA meeting was held on 5th November 2008
at Athens, Greece during the 21st Congress of the
International Sericultural Commission
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The first Balkan workshop on “Possibilities for Using
Silkworm and Mulberry for Non-Textile Purposes” was
held in Plovdiv, Bulgaria from 23 — 26 September 2008.
The Agricultural university of Plovdiv, Bulgaria was
hosting the meeting in collaboration with the Sericulture
Experiment Station, Vratza, the Bioengineering,
Biotechnology and Environment Protection Institute —
BIOING S. A, Bucharest, Romanla and the BACSA.




. - Developme gional sericulture"n"roj S and

' ing for donors.

dposals, submitted to FAO:

The regional pi ’t proposal: “Improvement of Income-

-~ Generatic ons Based on Revival of Sericultural
“Lindustr d Promoiildn®e Silk Enterprise
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However after 2008 we have contrnued our
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Those are TCP/ALB 3101 |
“Revival and |
Development of
Sericulture in Albania”,
Implemented in 2008 —
2009 and TCP/GEO/3201 ¢
“Sericulture sector study &
In Georgia”, iImplemented

about 40,000 US$/project
and aimed mostly based §

on the real situation of the AN
sericulture sector in each
country to prepare bigger B3
sericulture development [§
projects, ready for donor

search.




The regional project “Comparative studies of silkworm
hybrids performance for sericultural enterprise development
In Black, Caspian seas and Central Asia region”

This project was implemented in 2006 and 2007, partly
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Based on the project conclusions we recommended to the
BACSA member countries research institutions to direct their
efforts towards improvement the silk productivity of the
hybrids, by the same time preserving their comparatively high
survivability and cocoon yield. As results recently in Bulgaria,
Romania and Azerbaijan several new silkworm hybrids,
manifesting silk productivity, comparable with those of the
Japanese hybrids were created.
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In the end of 2008 two proposals were submitted to FAO, seeking
for support to the regional sericulture germplasm maintenance,
evaluation, exchange and utilization. Those were “REGIONAL
SERICULTURE GERMPLASM RESOURCES NETWORK FOR

AFRICA, MIDDLE EAST, CENTRAL ASIA AND EUROPE” and
Regional workshop on “Utilization of mulberry and silkworm

genetic resources for sericultural enterprises development in

Africa, Middle East, Central Asia and Europe”. Both two
proposals haven’t received enough FAO interest for possible
support.




Project proposals, submitted to the European
commission:
We submitted 3 project proposals to the EC, but
unfortunately no any of them was approved.

To FP 7 "Capacities"” Programme: "Support for unlocking and developing the
research potential of silkworm breeding and innovative management techniques
In Bulgaria, Greece and Romania, targeting to the small silk enterprise
development"”

To “South East Europe Programme”: “Sericulture and silk products in South East
Europe - stepping from the tradition to innovation and strengthening the
economic profile of respective regions”

To FP 7 “Cooperation” Programme: “EXPLOITATION OF THE HEAVY METAL
MOVEMENT AND REMOVAL PATHWAYS AND MECHANISMS IN THE MULBERRY -
SILKWORM CHAIN FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MODEL APPLICATIONS FOR
FURTHER PRACTICAL USE IN BIO-REMEDIATION OF CONTAMINATED SOILS.
SOILBIOREMEDIATION”



-Strengthening the relationships and cooperation in

sericulture between the BACSA member countries and
other countries as well.
-Bilateral agreements for cooperation.
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Selling and buying sericultural products:

BACSA makes all the efforts to establish connections
between the producers, sellers and buyers of different
sericultural products such as mulberry saplings,
silkworm eggs, dry cocoons, raw silk, silk yarn, fabrics
and garment.
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We perform these |

activities through
regular updating of the
sub-page “sell/buy l\
information” on  the #1)

BACSA web site as well 4o R, | R e
as responding in time to g LR
all the enquiries from &
nossible sellers and i
DuUyers, getting the g
neople together and
giving chance to exhibit
their sericultural
products by organizing
International workshops,
conferences etc.




We could make the following suggestions and
recommendations for future BACSA activities:
- Organizing BACSA international conferences and Executive

meetings once per each 2 — 3 years in different member
countrles from the reglon




'5 "e T i!l'l +
ﬁ‘ﬁ 15 ™ .

T "-au'-' TT1IL
*. m ﬂl.l.' o .iu.s.

| EN
- ,uu:ullll!l’l l'lllii
sampad NN lllulll l
e 'n.ﬂlmulllll N Ll
” 'y ‘_,,,1_

- Regular informing the national governments about
the BACSA executive meetings results, decisions
and follow ups;

- Responding to different enquiries, concerning the
sericultural industries in the region;



- Maintaining, regular updates and all the important
news and useful information uploading on the
BACSA web site;

- Attracting more European and Central Asian
countries as BACSA members;




Regular review of status of the BACSA Executive

committee members, for their individual contribution

articles/monographs and doctoral dissertations,
etc.:




- Improving public relations of BACSA and
popularizing BACSA activities in the world through
participation in international conferences and
meetings;

- Continued development of regional sericulture

projects and seeking for donors;
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S Promonenioifmeaking b= oeirmultiateral agreemenis
liGIF COORERaNIGN, gIVInGl a SPEcial emphasis en
explonglthe eppotunIties or inancing ffemithe
Ralen2l g eVernments;

— Estanlishing cenneciiens beiween the
plredUcers/censumer groups, sellers ane buyers o
Valiouisysernculturaliproduicis thiouan regularupdaies
ol the BACSA Wel site, responding in time: ter all the
EnguIres firem poessikle sellers and hityers; erganizing
IntermatenaWoeksSHePS), CONTErENCES, EXNINILIONS EIC.
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The Executive Committee would appreciate any
useful ideas and suggestions for augmentation
of the cause of BACSA and escalation of its

activities.
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