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Organic farming is regulated by the Council Regulation 
(EC) No. 834/2007

The regulation set a new course to develop organic 
farming further, with the following aims:

- sustainable cultivation systems
- a variety of high-quality products.
- greater emphasis on environmental protection
- more attention to biodiversity
- higher standards of animal protection
- consumer confidence
- protecting consumer interests



Organic production respects natural systems and cycles.
Biological and mechanical production processes and
land-related production should be used to achieve
sustainability, without having recourse to genetically
modified organisms (GMOs).

In organic farming, closed cycles using internal resources
and inputs are preferred to open cycles based on external
resources. If the latter are used, they should be:

- organic materials from other organic farms
- natural substances
- materials obtained naturally, or
- mineral fertilisers with low solubility.



Exceptionally, however, synthetic resources and inputs
may be permissible if there are no suitable alternatives.
Such products, which must be scrutinised by the
Commission and EU countries before authorisation,
are listed in the annexes to the implementing
regulation (Commission Regulation (EC) No. 889/2008).



Technical regulation for organic textile certification, supported at
international level by some of the main organizations which
promote organic farming around the world:
Organic Trade Association, IVN, Japanese Organic Cotton
Association, Soil Association.
The whole supply chain from field through manufacture to final
product must be certified.

A textile product maybe defined as Certified Organic when:
a) it is made with natural fibres that are produced and certified as
organic by an independent certification body in accordance with
the requirements laid down in the reference laws i.e.: Regulation
(EEC) No 834/2007 and Regulation (EEC) No 889/2008, in Europe;
the National Organic Program (NOP), in force in the USA; the
National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP) in force in

India
b) it has been manufactured in compliance with the environmental
and social requirements of the Global Organic Textile Standard
(GOTS)



Organic products from non-EU countries can be distributed on the EU market 
only if produced and inspected under conditions that are identical or equivalent 
to those applying to EU organic producers.

The rules introduced by the 2007 regulation are more flexible than the 
previous set-up, under which organic goods could be imported from outside 
the EU only if they were EU-certified, their production was monitored by the 
EU countries and an import licence had been issued.

The import licence procedure has been replaced by new import rules. Control 
bodies (Certifying organisations) or CBs operating in non-EU countries are 
now directly authorised and monitored by the European Commission and EU 
countries.

This allows the EU Commission to supervise and monitor the import of organic 
products and the checks carried out on organic guarantees. 



. 

The growth of GOTS, organic and 
sustainable, certified facilities in 2013 in 

Europe grew in Germany by +66%, Austria 
+14%, Switzerland +27%, Portugal +73%, 

Italy +13% and France +12% (GOTS 
Annual Report 2013) 

(http://sightmode.com/the-demand-for-
organic-fashion-is-growing/).



. 



. 

The first methodological problem was to identify what is possible 
to certify as agricultural production, because agricultural production 
does not regard textiles. 
Therefore, we identify the "Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 of 23 July 
1987 on the tariff and statistical nomenclature and on the common custom 
tariff" as the legal basis to enclose silkworms among live animals allowed in 
the agricultural productions.



. 

With regard to moriculture, in the standard any pesticide, fungicide, 
fertilizer... or other chemical to add in the field are identified, since 
the active ingredients permitted in organic farming for tree crops 
are already defined in the Council Regulation (EC) No. 834/2007.



The origin of silkworm eggs

On the other hand, we were obliged to define the origin of
the silkworm eggs, which should be obtained by a certified
egg production plant. Currently, CRA-API required to
undergo the certification process, so that it can be
recognized as the first egg production site in Europe
certified to produce organic silkworm boxes



Artificial diet
• Another interesting point concerning silkworm feeding 

was that artificial diet was inserted in the organic cocoon 
production, because all the ingredients necessary to 
produce the leaf substitute are enclosed in the Annexes 
to the Regulation (EEC) No 889/2008. We specified only 
few additives (see the standard, page 5) which are not 
enclosed in the additives for animal feeding, but which 
are however enclosed as technological additives for 
human food.



Disinfection
• It is important to underline that we specified that it is not possible to 

treat silkworm larvae during the cycle with any chemical (especially 
antibiotics and formalin), with the exception of lime.

• Furthermore, particular attention was devoted also to the use of 
disinfectants between one larval cycle and the following. We banned 
the use of formalin, which is particularly dangerous for the man and 
the environment, and persistent in the rearing room. In fact, CRA-
API has tested other alternative ways of disinfecting eggs and 
rearing rooms in the last years, and there are other possible safer 
chemicals to use, which are enclosed in the Annexes to Regulation 
(EEC) No 889/2008. 



The standard for organic sericulture was 
issued on 14th March 2015 by Italian 

MIPAAF.















Sericulture has always been an almost organic crop, at least in 
temperate countries, where environmental and non-intensive 
farming conditions permitted to limit the fertilization amount, to use 
mechanical control of weeds, to employ milder chemical products 
or mechanical control of the mulberry insect pests 

The very quickly larval cycle of the silkworm does not encourage 
the use of chemicals to control diseases, while the focus is on the 
rearing hygiene and accurate disinfection of tools and rearing 
rooms. 

For this reason, ICEA regards as possible to accelerate the
conversion procedures for traditional mulberry crops so that they
can be certified as organic in a very short time in Europe.

CONCLUSIONS



Thank you for your
attention


	     Silvia Cappellozza*, Alessio Saviane*, Paolo Foglia§�* CRA - Honey bee and Silkworm Unit of Bologna, Padua seat, Via Eulero 6A, 35143 Padua, Italy. e-mail: silvia.cappellozza@entecra.it��§ ICEA (Environmental and Ethical Certification Institute), Via Nazario Sauro 2, 40121 Bologna, Italy. e-mail: ricercasviluppo@icea.info�
	Слайд номер 2
	Слайд номер 3
	������Exceptionally, however, synthetic resources and inputs may be permissible if there are no suitable alternatives. Such products, which must be scrutinised by the Commission and EU countries before authorisation, are listed in the annexes to the implementing regulation (Commission Regulation (EC) No. 889/2008).
	Слайд номер 5
	Слайд номер 6
	Слайд номер 7
	Слайд номер 8
	Слайд номер 9
	Слайд номер 10
	The origin of silkworm eggs
	Artificial diet
	Disinfection
	Слайд номер 14
	Слайд номер 15
	Слайд номер 16
	Слайд номер 17
	Слайд номер 18
	Слайд номер 19
	Слайд номер 20
	Слайд номер 21
	Thank you for your attention

